


e A leading regional-international event on the 2009 conference agenda.

e More than 500 participants expected from the public and private sectors in the
Mediterranean countries, other European countries, the Gulf and the rest of the
Arab world.

e Panel discussions involving Arab and European policy makers, business leaders,
financiers and experts.

e Specialized workshops.
e Unmatched networking opportunities.

e Full coverage by major Arab and international media organizations.




At a time of crisis and growing
recessionary fears in the world
economy, the Mediterranean re-
gion remains a major haven for
investment given its diversified
resource base and its strategic
position bridging Europe, North
Africa, the Arab hinterland and
the Gulf.
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The different countries of the
Mediterranean have in fact at-
tracted substantial Arab and
European investments in recent
years, and notwithstanding the
impact of the spreading crisis
in world financial markets, this
flow of investments can only
be expected to grow in coming
years after the establishment of
the Union for the Mediterranean
at the Paris Summit in July 2008
and the initiation of six major
projects covering the environ-
ment, protection from natural
catastrophes, land and sea trans-
port, renewable energy, educa-
tion and scientific research, and
support for private enterprises.

The world financial crisis will
undoubtedly make Arab and
especially Gulf investors more
cautious, but the losses that have
been sustained in world markets
and the demonstrated fragility of
the international financial sys-
tem could very well turn them
increasingly inwards to use more
of the considerable surplus funds
at their disposal for investment
in the region. For their part, the
European countries have shown
a growing conviction of the im-
portance of Euro-Mediterranean
economic integration and a will-
ingness to engage in the devel-
opment of the Arab countries
of the Mediterranean as well
as the Gulf countries, primarily
through joint projects and the
transfer technology.




ollowing on the Paris summit of July 2008 and the Marseille conference,
“L’Entreprise, Moteur de la Méditerranée” that took place on 2-4 July 2008,
The Mediterranean Investment Forum which will be held in Beirut on February
20-21, 2009 aims to go a step further by discussing specific investment projects
and opportunities in the Euro-Med region and analyzing mechanisms for the
prospective two-sided flow of investment capital from the Gulf countries and
technological know how from Europe.

he Mediterranean Investment Forum aims to group political leaders and policy
makers from the Arab world and Europe with business leaders, financiers and
investors from the Gulf countries and their peers from Europe and countries of
the Mediterranean, as well as representatives of development and investment
funds in the region for a frank and thorough discussion of all aspects and issues
involved in the Euro-Med partnership, and means of harnessing the power of
GCC investments for the mutual benefit of all the countries involved.

he Mediterranean Investment Forum is organized by Business Med and
Al lktissad Wal - Aamal Group in cooperation with regional and interna-
tional authorities and organizations.



THE MEDITERRANEAN BUSINESS FORUM

Agenda Outlines

Keynote Addresses:

e The international financial crisis and its ramifications for Europe, the Mediterranean and Gulf
countries, and Euro-Med relations.
e Europe and the Mediterranean Region as a Major Economic Bloc in a Changing World Economic Order

Panel Discussions:

@ Assessing Progress on the Euro-Med Partnership and the Next Steps Required.

e The Aghadir Agreement and the Arab Common Market: Their Relevance to Euro-Med Economic
Integration.

@ Issues of Market Access and Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade in Euro-Mediterranean Trade Relations.

e Opportunities For Private Business in the Major Projects Proposed at the Paris Summit.

e Financing Joint Euro-Med Projects: The Role of Banks, Governments and Other Funding Institutions.

o Gulf Investors Talk about Their Experience in the Mediterranean Countries and Ongoing and Future Plans.

e Making the Mediterranean Countries the Major Destination for Gulf External Investments in the aftermath
of the International Financial Crisis.

e Promoting the Economic Role of Women in the Mediterranean Region.

Presentations :
e Investment Projects and Opportunities in the Arab Mediterranean Countries.
e Investment Opportunities in European Countries on the Mediterranean
e Activities of major Gulf investors and companies in the Mediterranean countries and future projects.

e Activities and potential future role of European companies in the Med-Arab countries and the Gulf.

Workshops:

@ Several workshops on investment regulations and the investment climate in different countries.
@ Several workshops introducing new projects.
® Cultural and social projects.






